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incompatible with modern conditions. Thus they become
unconsciously defeatist. They hate the present only less
than they hate the future; and they realise that the war-
economy, necessary to achieve victory to-day, means the
destruction of all that they stand for. They did all in their
power to sabotage the League of Nations and Collective
Security, and to come to an understanding with Germany.
But they failed, and for them, as for Mr. Chamberlain,
the outbreak of war was the ruin of the only world they could
think tolerable. It faced them with an intolerable dilemma.
In order to win they must permit the social revolution which
a planned war economy demands: in order to prevent
that social revolution they must become traitors to their
country. Being men of little courage they did neither, but
chose the path of compromise. Putting every obstacle in
the way of an efficient prosecution of the war, they still
offered lip-service to the war effort. Then when the French
war effort, not unnaturally, proved unsatisfactory, they
held up their hands in despair and talked about the
invincibility of the Nazi war machine and the impossibility
of democracy proving as efficient as dictatorship. Mean-
while, they used the emergency powers of the Government
for a bitter attack upon working-class conditions and for
the wholesale arrests of Communists, and also of anyone
else who dared to expose the inadequacy of the war effort.
Finally, having, by their obstructionism, sapped the morale
of the people and made military defeat inevitable, they
denounced the "war-mongers", engineered the capitulation,
destroyed the Third Republic, and set themselves up as
the new rulers of an authoritarian France.
The word defeatism is often abused, but M. Laval and
his friends were precisely defeatists. They could will
neither victory nor defeat; and so they saw defeat as
inevitable. This mood was not confined to any one party
or class, though it was naturally strongest among the
politicians representing the petit-bourgeoisie. Wide sections
of the Socialist Party, who had been ardent Munichois,
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